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MID SUSSEX

DISTRICT COUNCIL

Town, Parish, and District Liaison Group

Action points raised from meeting 19t October

23

Present:

Louise Duffield

MSDC, Director of Resources and Organisational Development

Simon Hughes

MSDC, Director of People and Commercial Services

Lucy Corrie MSDC, Assistant Director Communities

Sally Blomfield MSDC, Assistant Director Planning and Sustainable Economy
Emma Geating MSDC, Executive Office Manager

lain Mclean Albourne Parish Council

Charlotte Jim Balcombe Parish Council & Turners Hill Parish Council

Sam Heynes Cuckfield Parish Council

Julie Holden East Grinstead Town Council

Trevor Parsons

Fulking Parish Council

lan Cumberworth

Hassocks Parish Council

Sarah Groom

Hurstpierpoint and Sayers Common Parish Council

Steve Trice Haywards Heath Town Council
Andrew Funnell Lindfield Parish Council

Sally McClean Slaugham Parish Council
Leanne Andrews West Hoathly Parish Council

Items Covered

We covered a number of topics including:

Green Spaces Contract
Ash Dieback

Disabled Facilities Grants
District Plan Timetable
Cost of Living

Applauds Awards 2024

Key Points and Actions

Green Spaces Contract

Simon Hughes presented to the Group the procurement process the Council was following in order to appoint

its Green Spaces Contractor.

He explained that officers had taken a paper to Scrutiny on 18" October on the Green Spaces Strategic
Vision for the delivery of the priorities identified in the Playing Pitch and Play and Amenity Green Space

Studies for the period 2023/24 to 2035. The paper and supporting documents can be found here.

The following comments and actions were noted:

Sarah Groom requested

the contact details of the Contract Manager and team who would be
responsible for the contract. It was confirmed that Rob Anderton, Assistant Director Commercial
Services and Contracts and Jo Reid, Head of Contracts and Services would oversee the contract and

that further details on other contacts would be circulated once known.



https://midsussex.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=321&MId=3174&Ver=4

e Sarah Groom asked for the contract start date. It was confirmed that the start date will be announced
once the contract is formally awarded, and Towns and Parishes will be notified of this. During the
mobilisation period, the contracts would temporarily run alongside each other to ensure a proper and
robust handover.

¢ In response to Steve Trice point on reactionary timescales, Simon Hughes confirmed that residents
will be able to report issues through the portal.

e Simon Hughes confirmed following Julie Holden’s question on contacting Town and Parishes directly
for areas sub-contracting and that the District Council would facilitate this which would develop over
a period of time.

Ash Dieback

Simon Hughes provided an update on the first project for the Council on Ash Dieback and advised that there
are a number of further projects to address the disease across the district. He confirmed that an assessment
of risk and impacts in each area would determine when work can go ahead, but noted this is a debilitating
disease affecting the whole UK and especially the South East.

Clerks were asked to be aware that Ash Dieback is monitored nationally by the Forestry Commission
whichprovidesprovide advice and guidance. The Council are aware of how devastating this sort of work is
especially in terms of community impact, replanting and time for trees to grow. It was agreed that we all regret
that this disease is causing such devastation to the Ash population across the UK.

Officers will be meeting to discuss lessons learnt from the Eastern Road work and indicated that they would
like to work with the clerk at Lindfield to input on comms planning and how we can better communicate with
residents, ward members and towns and parishes, including:
e Aclearer understanding of the visual and practical impact that removing so many trees will have so
people can be prepared.
e Brief the ward councillors well in advance with material so that they too know more and can assist in
communicating better to the residents.

Steve Trice advised that there Haywards Heath Town Council worked with Carbon Footprint in regard to
providing trees for replanting. Simon Hughes noted this suggestion.

Disabled Facilities Grants

Lucy Corrie provided an overview of the Disabled Facilities Grant that was available to eligible residents.
Towns and Parishes were asked to share this with residents and referrals are passed to the Housing
Standards team at housingstandards@midsussex.gov.uk.

District Plan

Sally Blomfield presented some slides to the group which updated clerks on the Process for the District Plan
and moving towards Regulation 19. She confirmed that there is a Community Engagement Plan included in
the document and a briefing has been set for January 2024.

In response to a question from Andrew Funnell in relation to Gatwick Airport. Sally Blomfield provided an
outline of how big pieces of infrastructure go through a very complex process which go directly to the planning
inspectorate. The Application has been accepted by the inspectorate and there is an examining body in place.
MSDC is classed as an adjoining authority, and the Council has its own KC giving advice. Officers are about
to enter into a busy period in the process where relevant rep document needs to be submitted setting out key
concerns and disagreements.
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Clerks were informed that this was following a very specific timeline. And that all the relevant representations
would be in the public domain, and these would be circulated to the Town and Parishes when ready.

Cost of Living

A leaflet on help available to residents has been produced which will go out to all households in early
November. Leaflets will also be distributed to Towns and Parishes and partners so that we can promote the
assistance on offer. A web page will also be live from early November. A pack for Towns and Parishes has
also been produced and will be circulated to Clerks. Post meeting note: the webpage is now live.

Applause Awards 2024

The Applause Awards have been confirmed and will go ahead on Sunday 24" March 2024. A discussion was
held, and it was confirmed Towns and Parishes can nominate. Further details will be shared towards the end
of the year, but some great suggestions were shared about how Towns and Parishes can be involved and for
potential categories.

Mid Sussex Matters Goes Digital

Louise Duffield advised the group that the hard copy of Mid Sussex Matters would be stopping due to cost
and the way we communicate effectively had changed. A monthly online email would replace this (with
residents signing up to receive) and sought feedback from Towns and Parishes on how the Council could
purchase space in local publications.

The following actions were agreed:
e Towns and Parishes to feedback to the comms email the costs, timescales, and process for this.
o Louise Duffield to consider developing a version that was downloadable so that hardcopies could be
available at Town and Parish offices for those not able to access online.
e The Comms team to think of wording for a small space in local publications sending residents to
where they can access or sign up for the online version.

Council Contacts

Louise Duffield encouraged all Towns and Parishes and residents to use the generic email address for
enquiries going forward. This would enable for effective handling of enquiries and provide business continuity
should a particular office be away.

Louise advised that she would remind the teams to ensure a person's name was added to these emails when
responded to so that a contact name was still available.

Any Other Business
Play Days — Louise Duffield confirmed that these would be held over half term (as per the press release)

Car parking — it was agreed that the service area would be chased to respond to an email on car parking
charges in the short term for late-night shopping.

Planning Portal — It was agreed that the query regarding information not being available would be looked
into and an update on how officers were progressing with this would be shared at the next meeting.

Green Spaces Strategy — it was agreed that the report that went to Scrutiny on 18" October would be
shared. Post-meeting note: The link to the item can be found here.
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https://www.midsussex.gov.uk/cost-of-living-support/
https://midsussex.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s16726/2023.10.18%20Scrutiny%20Green%20Spaces%20Report%201.pdf

Weather Impact — It was agreed that everyone would feedback to Trevor from Fulking with some advice on
who could assist with rain, and chalk issues onto roads and ditches.

Items of Discussion for next meeting.

The following items were requested to be added to the next meeting:

1. S106
2. Dog Bins

Towns and Parishes to email comms@midsussex.gov.uk with any items. Towns and Parishes are asked to
share agenda items in advance rather than as AOB so full responses and information can be provided —
items can be suggested at any time.

Date of next meeting.
The date of the next meeting will be held on 18" January 2024.
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